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Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians

Background

The Cahuilla people have inhabited the Martinez Canyon since the early 1800’s. In May of 1876 an Executive
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Order by President Ulysses S. Grant created the Torres and Martinez reservations. Under the Relief of
Mission Indians Act of 1891, the Torres and Martinez reservations were combined. In December 1906, the
U.S. Department of the Interior authorized funding for a new reservation school building. The new school
building benefited tribal kids tremendously because it eliminated an eight-mile walk to the Thermal school.
The school building and a small cottage (used as a teacher or agent residence) were finished in August 1907.

Later, the school was used for religious services and tribal gathering.

The area geology ranges from fine sand at the north end to rocky terrain at the southern end, excluding the
area that surrounds the sea. The climate is arid with very little rain. The average high temperature year round
is between 80 and 90 degrees and sometimes reaches 120 degrees in the summer.

The tribe is governed by constitution and bylaws adopted by the general membership. There are eight Tribal
Council members, who are elected every two years by the general membership. The general membership
meets on the second Saturday of each month to go over activities involving the tribe. Rules and/or
procedures for the conduct of the tribe are established by the general membership through appropriate

ordinance or resolution. Business can only be conducted by the General Council at a duty called meeting with

a quorum of at least 21 members present.

Council Members

NAME POSITION

Thomas Tortez, Jr. Chairman

Tribal Links

e Tribal Website

e Tribal Council
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Tribal Government

NAME PHONE

Tribal Office (760) 397-0300

Community Resources
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Map data ©2023 Google

LOCATION

66-725 Martinez Road
Thermal, CA 92274

LOCATION
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Torres-Martinez+Reservation,+Thermal,+CA/@33.4686731,-116.2467524,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80da5ca26b5dc251:0xec18d28d9412c7c8!8m2!3d33.4750292!4d-116.0841694
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Citation

Much of the information about the member tribes is taken partly or in some cases entirely from the landmark guide compiled by Dr. Veronica E.
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