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The Marine Disaster of
Formosa Steel in Vietham (2016-2021)

Paul Jobin

Unless otherwise mentioned, text and photos by Paul Jobin
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Tacheless Café, Taipei, March 2021
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Coastline of Vietnam
Areas affected by Formosa fish poisoning
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In April 2016, a severe case of marine
pollution hit the central coast of Vietnam,
seriously affecting the livelihoods of local
residents. The Vietnamese government’s
investigation pointed to the Formosa Steel
Corporation in Ha Tinh Province, a joint
venture controlled mainly by the Taiwanese
firm Formosa Plastics .

aBloomberg BNA graphic
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Although the company was compelled by the Viethamese
government to acknowledge its responsibility and promise to
pay US$500 million in damages, the majority of the victims of the
disaster never received any compensation, or only very little.
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The fishermen folk of Ha Tinh have launched protests: here, beyond the main gate of
Formosa Ha Tinh Steel, October 2016. (Photo: Courtesy of Paulus Lé Son)




| EALILB?LE%EEJJL@% ER
RENTR DB%%)EEF@ LB E GETH]
%E%ﬂ?t*ﬂ/]nﬂ,u ZKESER/ > o

Due to repression of these protests and

harsh prison sentences against activists : ‘i wm

and journalists, information on the case ; "f . (LB o

gradually became scarce. | B !.,- F"’“‘
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So in January-February 2018, | went to Ha Tinh and its neighbor
provinces to collect information and conduct interviews.

As one church leader who arranged my travel said:
“In the worst case, you will just be expelled from the country!”
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In Quang Binh province, | visited this man who was severely
handicapped by police force during a protest against
Formosa Steel in February 2017.
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The main gate of
Formosa Ha Tinh Steel
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On the northern side of Formosa Ha Tinh Steel, the village of Bo6ng Yén has seen its
houses demolished after some residents moved out, and the local government and
Formosa Steel has hoped to put pressure on those who declined to move away.
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Starting with the Catholic Church in Vietnam, NGOs
In Taiwan and overseas Viethnamese have developed
a transnational advocacy movement in support of the

victims of the disaster.
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In 2017, Catholic
Bishop of Ha Tinh
visited Taiwan to meet
with legislators and the
communities
struggling against
Formosa Plastics in
Yunlin and Changhua
Counties.
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Taiwanese NGOs have launched protests in Taipei along with Viethamese migrants.
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Photos: Chee Wei Ying
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From 2018, a litigation was under preparation. The US-based
Justice for Formosa Victims, its representatives and foreign
lawyers came to Taiwan to help. It was decided that since

Vietnamese courts could not guarantee the rights and protection
of the plaintiffs, and since Formosa Steel’'s mother company was
Formosa Plastics, the lawsuit should proceed in Taiwan.
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The case was launched in Taipel in June 2019, with more than 7000 Viethamese
fishermen folk as plaintiffs. The Taiwanese lawyers work in cooperation with US and

Canadian lawyers.
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In October 2019, the Taipei District Court dismissed it on the grounds of lack of
jurisdiction. The plaintiff filed an appeal.
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In March 2020, the High Court of Taiwan rejected the case,
arguing that the alleged infringement took place in Vietham and
Talwan has no jurisdictional petition. But in November 2020, the

Supreme Court rejected that decision.

So the battle goes on!
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