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Formosa plant 
opponents ·sue 

. . . . . .. . 
agamst_ zonmg 
By BOB WARREN 
River Parishes bureau 

Opponents of the planned For
mosa Plastics Corp. rayon and 
petrochemical plant in St. John 
the Baptist Parish sued the par
ish and the South Louisiana Port 
Commission on Monday in an 
effort to block construction. 

The lawsuit was filed at the 
Parish Courthouse in Edgard by 
Save Our Wetlands, a vocal 
opponent of the $2 billion plant. 
The suit names as defendants 
parish President Lester Millet, all 
Parish Council members and the 
Port Co.mmission. 

Millet'_said the suit doesn't 
come as a;surpris.e. But he re~ 
sp()ndeci with some fighting•. 

words. "The citizens of. St. John 
need to file suit against Mr. Fon
tana for $300 million." he said. "l · 
might do it as a businessman if I 
can find legal grounds." 

Luke Fontana is a New 
Orleans lawyer and environmen-\ 
ta! activist representing Save Our • 
Wetlands. · 

The suit comes at ft time when 
Formosa had expected to finish 
buying about 90 percent of the 
west bank land in Wallace for the 
plant. · 

Among other things, the suit'' 
asserts: _ · 
► _J'he: Council acted outsid0 :Its\ 
poWerS- in rezonipg ari i,800-aCre·.; 
area f9r the plant and that the• 
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revenues ove; th.0--'~~xt- it~f~aij-
The first ph(U!e .of the. Formosa 

project will be the $500- million 
rayon plant. The chemicaJ. plant 
will follow. 

The lawsuit seeks to throw out 



i sponaeq. _w1t.h some fighting. 
I • • .' • : , , • -·. 
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revenues OV~; the ~extio ;~){' 
The first phase of the. Formosa . 

project will be the $50CFmillion 
rayon plant. The chemjczj_ p)luif 

: will follow · ·· ·' - · 
action will create a "dead ··zone" · .. ~ · ,- -: 
for homes near the site. The la,ys\llt seeks to throw <>ut 
► The site- was picked over an- the_rezomni, and r~um the land 
other one already zoned for t_o it~ ong,;1al re~idential _a.nd 
heavy industry because it would .. light mdustnal zonmgs. ' . :. .. ,, "' • 
be cheaper for Formosa. , :, ._ · . :. The suit was assigned to tlie. 
► The parish and Port Corn.mis- District Court division presideii_, 
sion, a state-created agency that ov~r by ~udge G: Walton Caire;, 

· sold $25 million in revenue bonds Millet s~d he e:'pected Caire to 
to build a deep-water port for ,recuse himself from the case; as. 
Formo&:'8 use, are conspiring to _., .. _the juclge . .-~d f~n-.a.:si~~l~ -suit: 
expropnate land needed for the filed over rezomng some east St .. 
company's pier. John land _for a proposed Aris•. 
► The council's agreementto re- tech C_hem,cals _Corp._ ~lant.,At 
zone the land was made without that time the Judg~ cited th~ 
considering the "large tracts of hea"". war~ load as his reason for 
wetlands in the rear of the pro- steppmg aside. _ _ 
posed location, especially in re-. In August 1989, the Parish 
gard to the flooding and flushing Council rezoned this land to in': 
of the area." . · dustriai to accommodate Aris; 

The council rezoned the land tech. A group called Save Our 
in ail 8-0 vote April 19. The hear,. Neighborhoods _sued t)ie council 
ing before that vote - and the and Millet. The case is pending:' ·' 
two Planning and Zoning Com- Millet said he didn't expect the 
mission hearings that preceded it Formosa lawsuit to thwart .the 
- erupted into sometimes bitter company's plans. "No matter: 
del)ate over the question of jobs what they do, the plant's com-
versus the environment. ing," he said. • 
"'Parish officials sided with For- Alden Andre, a Formosa vice· 

:nosa on gr~unds the plant prom- president, has said he expects 
1sed 1,600 Jobs and as much as that all of the land needed will be 
$280 million in additional tax bought by the end of May. 


