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~ - Parish officials did not use 
p and use or traffic studies by 

,xperts when rezoning 1,800 
I ,ccres of land in St. John the Bap­

'ist Parish last Year to accommo­
la te the proposed Formosa 
)lastics Corp. plant. 

Instead, they relied on infor­
·.nation from the parish's zoning 
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administrator and on public com­
ments during three hearings, 
three parish councilmen testified 
Wednesday in state court in 
Edgard as the Formosa zoning 
trial got under way. 

A fourth official testified in a 
deposition that he, too, was un­
aware of any expert studies on 
how the rezoning might affect the 
surrounding communities and 
parish. 

The testimony came as parish 

officials defended the Parish 
Council's April 1990 decision to 
rezone land for a $700 million 
rayon plant. 

The environmental group Save 
Our Wetlands sued parish coun­
cilmen and Parish President Les­
ter Millet Jr., challenging the 
rezoning in an effort to lilock the 
proposed plant. 

Formosa, the Taiwanese chem­
ical giant, plans to build its rayon 
plant, which would be the world's 
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dies on Formosa deal 
largest, on the site of the old 
Whitney Plantation on St. John's 
west bank. 

On Wednesday, Save Our Wet­
lands' attorney Paul Aucoin tried 
to paint a picture of ill-informed 
parish officials making a hasty 
decision to change the land from 
agricultural to industrial. 

Parish Councilmen Steve Lee, 
Ranney Wilson and Joel McTopy 
testified that they thought the 
rayon plant fit the overall land-

use scheme on the west bank. 
Each said he received economic 
impact figures from the Millet 
administration that showed the 
plant would bring a bonanza of 
jobs and tax revenues. 

Wilson and Lee voted for the 
rezoning; McTopy recused him­
self because of his business deal­
ings with the family that owned 
the Whitney Plantation before 
Formosa bought it. 

"I felt the upside of the eco-

nomic impact definitely over­
shadowed the downside of 
environmental issues," Lee testi­
fied. 

Wilson, whose district is in La­
Pla_ce and Reserve, on the east 
bank, said the proposed plant 
would "bring the west bank up." 

"I think it's an inconvenience 
just to live over here, on the west 
bank," Wilson testified. 

See FORMOSA, next page 
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But Aucoin hammered on the 
data supporting the rezoning de­
cision, and said that no traffic, 
engineering or environmental 
studies were performed to show 
officials what impact their deci­
sion would have, and that offi­
cials hadn't properly considered 
the Willowbend industrial site 
just downriver, an area already 
zoned for industry. 

Aucoin verbally sparred with 
Mark Howard, St. ,John's zoning 
administrator, over Howard's 
qualifications and interpretations 
of the parish's zoning ordinance. 

Howard had testified that he 
considered himself an expert, 
even though he held no academic 
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degrees in land use studies. -

Earlier, Planning and Zanin 
Commission Chairman Keit 
Gillies' testimony was accept, 
into the court record in depos 
tion form because he was un'ab 
to attend the trial. 

In the deposition, Gillie~ sa; 
there was never talk of any ·fo' 
mal, expert study. · 

"In my three years on the'. cor 
mission, we've never order~d 
study of anything," be said in tr 
dep'osition. 

As a commissioner, G_illi1 
said, "! have to defer tc the pe, 
ple who are experts on the em 
ronmental issues 1 namely. t} 
DEQ and EPA." 

The trial resumes todav at 
a.m. at the St. John Paris 
Courthouse in Edgard. 


