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By JOE BYRNES
EDGARD — In another long

_public meeting Friday night, the

Environmental Protection Agency
{EPA) heard citizens' comments
and concems about proposed For-
mosa Plastics Corp. rayon and
pulp processing plants in Waltace
on which the EPA is drafting an
environmental jmpact statement
(EIS) before issuing 4 permit.

The EIS, being conducted for

Zthe EPA.by Walk Haydel of

Metairie, - addresses the environ-

' . mental arid total impact of the $700

million complex. Friday’s infor-

., mal public meeting at the Edgird ~
cousthousé - completed . the "~ first

stage of a year-long process that
will include a formal public hear-
ing on the EIS document itself,

- Most commenters stressed, sit-
ing and environmental issues,
though some residents and public
officials favored Formosa becanse
of possible ecoromic benefits.

Norm Thomas of the EPA 1old
the more than 100 patticipants that
he had come *to hear the concerns

on Fori

1052

and issues you may have.” He
heard plenty.

SITING ISSUES -
Lawyers for Matilda Stream,

owner of Evergreen Plantation, .

objected o the location of the
proposed complex very near the

"19th century -plantatioa.

“(Stream’s) main opposition to
this is the Whitney (Plantation)
site. The Willow Bend site is much
more suitable,” aid attemey

Suzanne Guidry.
- (Formosa, considered purchas~ :
ing LheWﬂlawBemlpmpetty—-—'

2,200 acres of Shell Oil Co. land
about 3 miles downriverin St John

the -Baptist Parish. Formosa -

decided mot ‘to by the property
because the cost would exceed
$10,000 per usable acre, Alden

" Andre, the Formosa official in

charge of United States operations,
statest during a deposition taken in
connection with a suit challenging
the recent rezoning of the Whitney
site.)

' See TOBRMOSA, Next Page
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Al the meeting, attorney Tames i

Coleman questioned why” The

‘Whimey site was seleoted during & e
helicopter tip with govemmem"”'.’

officials,

“Was it because smnebody':""

wanted (0 save mopey? Was it
because it was a cheaper area?”
asked Coleman,

(Coleman was referring (0 a Jan.
23, 1990, helicopter trip in-which
Andre, St. John Parish Président

Leszer J. Millet Ir., Don Hays with ,

'y

Mr, Léster Millet who

Qwoers who owried prop-
ity adjacent to Whimey Planta-
on and <that> they would be w111-
ing'1o gcll their property,”

(“The three of us flaw over the
gite,” explained : Andre, “so he
¢ould show me the concept ke had
mind ‘and I could see that it

FO!‘U m, Froem p

door-to-door.

He rejected the idea thatpammx

were afraid to confront the prob-
Tem in public. “Ti’s not the:parents

that are scared, it’s the peoplewho
are runping the programs that are ™

scared,” said Dedrick Johnson. “If
they won't come (o us, go o
Ihern.”

weifare and atiendance supervisor
for the St: Jobn Parish schoot sys-
tem, emphasized parental respon-
gibility for at-risk children with
discipline problems. He said the
schools will ask judges, “just to
hotd the parents respansible.”

State district Judge. Tom Daley
said alternatives are necded for
troubled youth. “When we see the
individual, ofien they've [ailed in
the school sysiem — they’re on the
street,” he said. “Unless we can
force them back into some alterna-

- tive, they are going 10 be criminals
for at least the next 10 years of
their lives.”

Avocationz] or other educuuon—
al program, in which at-risik youth
“can gain some se.!f—esleem. i
cssential, Daley said.

DFSC chairperson Amy Miller
quggeslcd that a community recre-
ation center might provide alterna-
iives for some youths. ]

1 “Maybe we need to start. pres-
%unng the parish council and par-

Walter  {Gus) Maderc child ..

might want 10 tell
don™{ think it sho

T | the:rea’s

winuld work: So thus we bégan the
process of trying 10 buy the
property.”y" -

Coleman said at the meeting, “Tt
oean’t (ake & wise man o know
that), cnce: the Formosa plant is
uilt, Evergreen can no longer be
used as a residence — can no lon-
ger be. the wonderful site it is.”
Tamies Logan, of the Louisiana
Landmark” Society, and others
expressed ‘concern for _prcservi_ng
“historical treasures,”
Evergmen, Wh:mcy. and now

; . QalcAlley mmﬂwmaofpouu-

tion:¢ffects,” said Logan, He sug-
ges!f:d ‘ther the Jand along the Mis-
sissippi - River -from -Oak Alley
Plantation in Vicherie and Bverg-
reen Plamauon is- “a district that

: *. | hag ‘historic: alue 'in’ fusclf.”

1 Ciassification of the, area 8s 2
hlstoncai district would corapli-

'cate; developers” plans.

" .*Louisiana Department of Envir-

it chhArroyospokea:the meeting.

-She said that the DEQ would look

| at-the sitng of the plants, “(The

1 DEQY is very interested in deter-

of ; mining why this exact site was

drug problem, she sm
tion s for the Citizens 1o siand o

i LaPLACE — The following
arrest information was released by
the St Jobm the Baptist Pansh sher-
1ffs office since Feb. 9.

: — Redney Dawson, 20, 123

with conternpt. of court.
— Amnnie D, James, 36,

Dove St, LaPlace; wikibooked .- wi

with possession of Tock ‘tocaine

and vesisting arrest by flight.

+ — Jamie Miano, 31, 8794 Suyn-
nyside Drive, LaPlace, was
booked with having no license
plate, driving wnder suspension
sned comtemnr of cowet,

&

Terre Drive, LaPlace, was booked
with theft by shoplifting from the
Delchamps grocery store in
LaPlace.

— Todd Simon. 17, PO Box

1, Box709T, Resuve‘wasbooked, .

e 1,' ‘

chosen,” said Arroyo.

- A 1984 State Supreme Court
“ruling requires the DEQ to look
carefully at siting alternatives
before issuing a pemmit. Arroyo

.had‘__‘l;pnken__lo pome

cfumiental. Quality: (DEQ) official-

said that, while' DEQ Secretary

Paul Templet is commitied to-
enforcing e Gourt riling,” oppo-.

nents of the Wallacg site should
not “hang their hats on when DEQ
is gotng 1o get involved in the pro-
cess.” Late in the permitting pro-
cess, such decisions have “merua *
she said,

ECONOMIC !BENEF[’[‘S_J

Busmess and goverpmem rep-
resentative spoke in supporiof the
Fommosa complex. N

Clyde Tidd, s representative of
the Louisiana Forestry Associa-
tion, said that it “brings & very
important markel” fmj Loulsuma
lamber. ¢

St. James Pnnsh schoot board
member Henry Brock brought a
resolution approved by that gov-
ernment body supporting the prop-
ose¢t Formosa facilities.

*You only grow by bringing in
industry,” said Brock, '+ .

State Distriot Tudge Joel Chais-
son likewige stressed the economic
importance of the proposed

complex.

Chaisson said his father camed
his living at & chemical plant. The
judge then fecounted a'scene frOm
his chifdhood. . .

In it hi¢ fattier had ‘just come
home from work nnd was r.akmg
off his jacket.’ :

“Wow! That suté snnksl"
exclaimed the boy.

His father replied, “Son, that
smeils like beans and rice to me.”

Chaisson described the impor-
tance of jobs from his perspective
as a judge. “Mothing breeds crimi-
nahty mofe than not having a
job,” he said.
ENVIRONMENTAL 'I1SSUES

Meeting participants identified
possible environmental problems

ranging from odor to dioxin
emisgions,. ‘

. Lukk Fomana, an attorney for
the citizéns' group Save Our Wet-
Tands, sccused the EPA of ot agl-
ing i good fajth:because its EIS
did not address” ‘possible future
construction of a petrochemical
plant on the Wallace site. (Formo-
sa has indicated that it is consider-
ing building a large petrochemical
plant there.} .

“We will address the project that
is proposed by Formosa,” said
‘Thomnas, He added that if, Jater, the
expansion wag proposed, he
“would recommend that there be
an EIS.written:on iL”

R

Participants expressed concern
about chemical planu’ gelf.—.
monitoring of emissions. b'l:‘ilalmi'

- monitor themselves — there’s

nobody looking out for us,”
one resident.

Zeb Mayhew, manager of Cak
Alley Plantation, identified odor as
a problem. “T feel in my gut that
we're not getting the full story -
about what it’s going to be like to -
live around this plant,” he said:’

“T certainly don't want to wake -,
up in the moming and have the air, :1
around Cak Alley smell (like the ..
air around Pascagoula, Mlss 3
said Mayhew. . i

said. -

Fourth suspect also charged

Grand jury indicts 3.,
for 2nd-degree murder

By JOE BYRNES

CONVENT — A grand jury
indicted two Convent men and 2
juvénile: on charges of second-
dcgree murder Jast week in con-
nection 'with tie Dec. 14 shooting
death-of Reginald Shivers of Dar-
row at the Hilltop Ton nightclub in
Union; -authorities said.

Dana Robinson, 18; Merrill
LeBlane, 17; .and a 15-year-old
juvenile were indicted for second-
degree murder. Another juvenile
— age 16 at the time of the rmuerder
— was indicted for aggmvawd
battery.

The three were arraigned Tues-

day, said Tony Falierman, dlstncl.,
attorney for the 23rd Judicial Dis-
trict, Robinson and LeBlanc |
remained in jai} Wednesday with::
bend set at $200,000, accorcung w.,
a police spokesman,

If prosecutors have the correcl, B
birthdate, the second juvenile
attained age 17 on Feb. 14_ Falter-_
man said he had not yet der.enmned
whether the suspect would be med
as an adult.

Falterman said that Robinson
was the “trigger-man” in the Dec..
14 mcident. The other suspects
attacked Shivers before be was.
shot, Falterman said.
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