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EPA OFFICIAL NORM THOM~S, standing, expl~-how an enVif(f#ental impact sb,lteroent is 
w-Titten. Thomas moderated a nearly six-hour-lon,g_:"scoping" meeting Friday at the state district 
courthouse in- Edgard. PHOTO SY JOE aYHNE:S_: ,;rt:lff:}:, __ .- \ :· :i\ 
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:!SCENTS 

PA's.Thoinas 
hears more 
on Form-osa 
By JOE BYRNES 

EDGARD - In another long 
_public meeting Friday night. the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) beard citizens' comments 
and concerns about proposed For
mosa Plastics Corp. rayon and 
pulp processing plants in Wallace 
on which the EPA is drafting an 
environmental impact statement 
(EIS) before issuing a permit. 

The EIS, being conducted for 
the EPA by Walk Haydel of 
Metairie, -addresses the environ
mental and total impact of the $700 
million complex. Friday's infor
mal public __ meeting at tµe Edgard 
courthouse_ ·completed - the· first 
stage of a year-long process that 
will include a fonnal public hear
ing on the EIS document itself. 

Most commenters stressed_ sit
ing and envir..0:nmental issues, 
though some l'eSidents and public 
officials favored Formosa because 
of possible economic benefits. 

Norm Thomas of the EPA told 
the more than lOOparticipants that 
he had come "to hear the concerns 

and issues you may have." He 
heard plenty. 

SITING ISSUES 
Lawyers for Matilda Stream. 

owµer of Evergreen Plantation, 
objected to the location of the 
proposed complex very near the 

'19th century plantation. 
"(Stream's) main opposition to 
this is the Whitney (Plantation) 
site. The Willow Bend site is much 
more suitable," said attorney 
Suzanne Gui<lry. 

(Formosa considere4 __ pure~ 
ing the Willow Berid proj>ertY -
2,200 acres of Shell Oil Co. !arid 
about 3 miles downriver in SL John 
the Baptist Parish., ForiifoSa 
decided not to buy the property 
because the cost would exceed 
$10,COO per usahie acre, Alden 
Andre, the Formosa official ii1 
charge of United States operations, 
stated during a deposition taken in 
connection with a suit challenging 
the recent rewning of the Whitney 
site.) 

. See FORMOSA. Next Page 
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Formosa, ,_ ,.,. , 
·,1:;f_:JJ;;.:,,_ .: ·. -:·"·-_;\,¾\F'.i"::ifit,>r1rfl?\\\\r\>·,:: i .'>'\ ::,: .. ·-.·? . . 

At the meeting, attorney James the g~~-of~--·_·J\'.-:'-(".l:t was-¥t".· ~ter Millet who 
Coleman questioned why, 11te Dev~~'.,~t~!IJ!f,G~:_;/~ ~;had.J.corl!'idered_"?tlt· 
Whimey site was selected dunng a police,··· •.•. :,-,il®' ... ··. · ·.-'-'~ .. '.J~."-,. ).l.'fa~ .. ,l~.• .... ~~.-:.·1·:·l·• ..... •. ·.·,. y_,-pJ··· ~.•.".·~on.'~. et> advised 
helicopter trip with government 'GuidW:~oo1cet1;:~?(anous Jll1¥(tn ·-):me- that'j~-.had,:spoken _to some 
officials. Pointc_'.9?lipee:·~j·,$t-·!PllI¼_JJ_af~:, · :ptol)(lfo/;(tWilCrs who owried-prop-

"Was it because somebody ishes'(aC90~f)P:Jfay
0
~-1~-~~~·,-,:_ }:itY' _adj~nt to Whillley Plan~

wanted to save money? Was it records,;·)·•·'/-~/"c/\.:.-.:·::\· .. , _-·.) ::''\!tion_and<that>theywouldbewill-
because it was a cheaper area'?" (InJhe·. ·depOsiti.Oll,_ -A;ndre,,:-told_<,; _ing to .~U their property," said 
asked Coleman. how the,Wbitney.'site was_sele.cted.:-' ·; :_Andre. 

said that, whilif· 'oEQ S~tary 
Paul· Temple_t :'.'is. :cOJl)mined to 
enfo('.Cing lhC-Qt>Urt_~,":oppo~ 
nems of the Wallace site should 
not "hang- their hats on when DEQ 
is going to get involv~ in the pro
cess." Late in the permitting pro
cess, such decisions have ''inertia," 
she said. 

(Coleman was referring to a Jan. He said,he 'told .Mfilet,.and ¥a)'&J~?- ,,('..'The .. three of us flew over the 
23, 1990, helicopter trip in which that "it appeared that St; John-~_;'.::_,: site," explained Andre, "so he ECONOMIC BENEFITS , 
Andre St. John Parish President ishwas·out"becauseof~cost.oft,.i,could.showmelheconcepthehad Business and goyerpmen.t rep
Lesrer'r. Millet Jr., Don Hays with , the WilloVI -Bend}and/·,,-;c ;;::>•_.in mind _and I could see that it resentativCS'spoke in_suppOrtofthe 
_________ ..., ____ ..,,_,...,.-· .... · ...... ,., '{"\'Would work; So thus we began the Fonnosa complex. ' 

,,,-.--1 process _'of __ trying to buy the Clyde Todd,'a representative of 

Forum, From p9·1 :JllOperty.'') . the Louisiana For~stry Associa-
Colemansaid atthemeeting, "It tion, said !hat it ''.bfings a very 

1 -,-:J>_.::' . _ °:..'.f~::S¼{/.:':<>.'\(<o.·'.· ~f'.·%f.·'. ,,doesn't _take a wise man to know important market"' foil Louisiana 
door-to-door." · isho~Ctalsto,,-set.ut>·~co,mn tr:_:: "(that), once the Formosa plant is lumber. 

He rejected the idea that parents center,"MiUer~;tti::,'~~-d~ a_': /built, Evergreen can no longer be St James Parish school board 
were afraid to confront.the. prob- huge ~~-i:;,1>,eb!l~-lt·-'~,9il1<l2 used as a residence - can no Ion- member Henry Brock brought a 
!em in public. "It's not the parents gi~e ,.chil~_,llri~,f}-~~1t{~j ger be the wonderful site it is." resolution approved by that gov
that are scared, it's the people-Who said.: · :. ·,_r~'.'-'i.,':'.'/Ak<&'{f.f\~;;t~.i\if t James Logan, of the Louisiana emment body supporting the prop-
are running the programs thaf are Arnong'.J>tlJei, ~$Sfies,_.~$ed Landmark'· Society, and others OSed Formosa fac_ilities. 
scared," said Dedrick Johnson. "If by foruJn_' parti9,~ .-y,"~·::a :!1':w expressed· concern for preserving "You only grow by bringlD.g in 
they won't come to us, go to wineCOQlettJ:tat~!l)'~a.-,,.~tal the'.·area•s "historical ~easures." indusny;• said· ~rock~· ·. 
them." , , risk to,cb9-~-:;~'~·\,,~ler: ~Evergreen, WbimCy, and now State District Judge Joel Chais-

Walter (Gus) Madere; c1:1Ud has lll\lllCOhOl __ ~--~~_.upj;W'a.4. Oak,Alley are in the area of pollu- son likewise stressed.the eco1;10mic 
welfare and attend~ supervumr perc.en~. aq~ding,.}(!'.-.1.ch'ug-~ tioll'effects," •said Logan. He sug• importance of the propos_ed 
for the St: John Parish. school sys- sc:tioo_ls ,:CQOrdin~~~,{~,.~.,-~,bre gested·that the land along the Mis- complex. 
tern, emphasized parental respon- Jr. : .·· ;-., ' : _"- ,- .,_ : ,_ 1

• -' :-- • ,,, .1 sissippi River from Oak Alley Chaisson said.his father earned 
sihility for at-risk children with Oubt:e _:encotlJagyd ·:peopte·:,._to Plaritntion in Vacherie and Everg- his living at_a chemicafplant. The 
discipline problems. He said the look on the·shelves_.ofl~_l-groee.. teen·· Plantation is "a· district that judge !lien recounted a-scene from 
schools will ask judges_ "just to riestoseei!Cisco_i~stocked~ .. has·historic value'·in itself." his childh09d: . · 
hold the parents responsible/' "Ifitis:there•_''·'said __ ~iller1_'_!~- Classification of the, area as a In it his father had_just come 

State district Judge Tom Daley might want to' tell the_ rnatiager_;YOU biStorical district would coJ'npli- home from work and was taking 
said alternatives are needed_ for don't think it shoul~.tieitheri:7 it 'cate,, deve'lopers' plans. off his jacket 
troubled youth. "When we see the is very-__ dangerouS',. for· ~dll_; :.' · .'_ ·.. , Louinana Department ofEnvir~ "Wow1 That suti stinks!" 
individual, often they've failed in "If enough JJCO)?lf ~,q?re~•~t ofunentai Quality (DEQ) official ex.claimed the boy. ' 
the school system ~they're on the opinion, _roaybe-_the)''l~_,geti:i,d_:Oflt , Vicki,Arro}'Ospokeatthe meeting. His father replied, "S08! that 
street," he said. "Unless we. can or put _it some-place.where, kids She·.said !hat the DEQ would look smells like beans and rice to me." 
forcethem.back.intosome~~a~ can't get to itt'.'-·she:_'sai_d:/: ' ' at thcLsiting of the plants. "(The Chaisson described the impor
ti\ve, they are gomg to becrurunals Milli;i: said she,cW~.,-p-~,ased._·that 'DEQY is ·very interested in deter- tance of jobs from his perspective 
r~r at least lhe next 10 years of representativesfIQlllmnny._arcasof.. mining. why this _ ex.act site was as a judge. "Nothing breeds crimi
thcir lives." the. communitf.':-.Cam~,i_'-,tO·:·the chosen,"'said Arroyo. nality ... mote than not' having a 

Avocationalorothereducation- meeting ...... · .. : ....... . . A 1984 State Supreme Court job," he said. 
al program, in which at-risk youth Members .. of; 11:J.er/COllUllUllltY,.' ruling requires the DEQ to look ENVIRONMENTAL. ISSVES 

/ 
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ran~ front" odor to dioxin 
emissiol'.IS • 

Luke ,Fontana. an attorney for 
the citizens' group Save Ollr Wet
lands, accused the EPA of not act
ing iri_good fajih,because its EIS 
did not address "possible future 
construction of a petroehemical 
plant on the Wallace site. (Fonno
sa has indicated that it is consider -
ing building a large petrochemical 
plant there.) 

'"We will address the project that 
is proposed by· Formosa," said 
'Thomas. He added that if, later, the 
expansion was proposed, he 
"would recommend that there be 
an EIS. written- on it" 

{7 

Participants expressed· concern 
about chemical planl!!' .self.-, 
monitoring of emissions. '.'Plantli-"', 
monitor themselves - there's·· 
nobody looking out for us," said,.~ 
one resident. · 

Zeb Mayhew, manager of Oak 
Alley Plantation, identified odor as 
a problem. "I feel in my gut that 
we're not getting the full story 
about what' it's going to be like to 
live around this plant," he said:· 

"I certainly don't want to wake 
up in the morning and have the air, '· 
around Oak Alley smell (like the 
air around Pascagoula, Miss.).'>. 
said Mayhew. 

Fourth suspect also charged ,•1 

Grand jury indicts 3 
for 2nd-degree murder 
By JOE BYRNES 

CONVENT - A grand jury 
indicted two Convent men and a 
juvenile on charges of second
degree mUider. last week in con
nection'with the Dec. 14 shooting 
death Of. Reginald Shivers of Dar -
row at.the Hilltop Inn nightclub in 
Union.. authorities said. 

Dana Robinson, 18; Merrill 
LeBlanc, 17; .and a 1:S~year-0ld 
juvenile were indicted for second
degree murder. Another juvenile 
-age 16 at the time of the murder 
_,. was indicted for aggravated 
battery. 

The three were arraigned Tues-

. 
day, said Tony Faltennan, district_· I 
attorney for the 23rd Judicial Dis
trict. Robinson and LeB!anc 
remained in jail Wednesday with:,: 
bond set at $200,000,, according to , . 
a police spokesman, 

If prosecutors have the correct 1' 
birthdate, the second juvenile · 
attained age 17 on Feb. 14. Falter
man said he had not yet determined··· 
whether the suspect would be tried 
as an adult. · 

Faltennan said that Robimron 
was the "trigger-man" in the Dec .. 
14 incident. The other suspects , 
attacked Shivers before be' was: 
shot, Falterman said. "can gain some self-esteem," is must,_take respons,i~iJ:Y_.:fi~(-_the. carefully at siting alternatives Meeting participants identified 

essential, Daley said. drug problem, ~ said;,-~_:solu"'.' , before issuing a permit. Arroyo possible environmental_ pro~lems 
DFSC chairperson Amy Miller tion ~•.is for. theci.tizens to s.~.up ~-----~---------------·'-------~----------------~-7 

suggested thal a community rocre- and s_ay we~ not they, are,gotp;g ~----, 
ation center might provide altema~ address '(this).'-'. Millerr sai~,:";i,,. _; __ ,·, 
lives for some youths. "Whl!-t we haVe h~e __ to'IUgiltJs .a 
; "'Maybe we need to Stan.pres- start," ~be said. '_'P,leas~_don'._petif 
~uring the parish council and par- stop h~·'.'. 

ST. JOHN POLICE 
: LaPLACE - The following 
ju-rest infonnation was relell!,ed by 
the St. John the BaptistPllrishsher
yrs office since Feb. 9. 
: - Rodney Dawson, 20, 123 
Dove St., I.aPlace; -wi&'.°'-booked 
with. possession of rock· roi;:aine 
~d resisting arrest by flight 

- Jamie Miano, 31. 8794 Sun
Ilyside Drive, LaPlace, was 

;; t,ooked with having no license 
plate. driving under suspension 
aild contemor of court 

-Mauldon ~~ries ;t., .~ikRoute 
l, Bot709T, Reserve,;Was.booked. 
with_ cont~pt, of cO'Urt,_ ·a '' 

-Annie D.1ames, 36,'l{oute 1, 
Box 7.68,P,.,~~--y,-as, J')oQked,.ls''"-"" .. _,,, lh';_;..;,:~'b <a' ·'•\ · ',; · ,---Mi.,iif~]l'i•lt:.~)1, ,!<\},:<'.'; J-.,tti{:.;c,·. ;1an1ef~:,:stote:-:'.~•'.f-~'.•::"" '!~'- ,. ( •',Ne .. •.•,--, 

-··Cartcis Pinero, :,17, BCUe 
Terre Dtjve, LaPlac.e, was booked 
with lheft by shoplifting from the 
Delchamps grocery store in 
LaPlace. 

- Todd Simon, i7, J>.O. Box 

'•tion _, '' '\(fl..jc. 
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