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.. ·· hese·• ... are··.heady timea:for 

St .. John Parish Presi
dent Lester Millet, 
unabashed champion of 

the For;mos:a Plastics Corp. plant 
planne,l·;,tcthe Whitney Planta
tion. 

In the midst of the Whitney 
row, Millet h.as now come u.'lder 
federal investigation for aliegedly 
filling wet.lairds -on some land. >he 
o,ms at Woodla11d Plantation. 

The common .thread. between 
the \Vmtney and WQodl.and cpn • 
troversi~S is _Mi-i1ef$-·010:. fr-ie-nd 
Dure!"Matherne. · 

Matherne ap-peared·-on the 
scene when Fo-rmo~a, seeking a 
site for its plant, broke off negoti
ations to buy 2,200 acres at 
\Villovv Bend from the Shell Oil 
Co. 

If you must allmv an ir:terna
tional e!lvironme-n::.a.l rogue 1ike 
Formosa to produce rayon and 
petrochemicals in St. John, 
1~Villow-B.end had more to recom
mend it than Whitney. 

The Shell property was alrei,.dy 
zoried·_ig:Q;µstri?.l -?!l.d:. t;.q11structiQA ··• 
there would not have impinged 
on resiQential neighborhoods~ or 
threate,~ l>iis;;t,ria,ca~ l@nmuai;li:1,, 
as \Viil t}~. the fa,Sf; at. \~"hitnc~·. 

• 
.p·c· 

Millet has now come under federal investi
gation for allegedly fillirigtfVetlarid~ on 
some landhe owns at Woodland Plan
tation. 

Sticldrig' pciint and, ind8ed, ·For
mosa: Wound up buying the 
VVhitn¢y Plantation, and adjoin
ing properties - a t.otal of 1,800 
acres/•. '"fo:Ci,.bout $9 nullio1i. 

~--- . . -· 
On th.e face of it, the discrep' 

ancY iii.':price might seem- to pro
vide some justification fo.r the 
ins-an~ notion that antebellum 
m-ansions are just the place to 
churn out pcly·,-inyl chloride. In 
fact, the Shell price might have 
been negotiated down, since 
property ofteri sens for less than 
its asking price and the site 
inco-rpo.rates ,-vetl9.nds that could 
have been donated to the public 
in return for tax concessions. 

,, -, 

Th;· \1Jh1tney site woull-\1ave 
been useless to FormoSa "9i1ithout 
a zo!)ing ~hange, so that w~.par
i3.h e;oui,ci!. h~d itb\J,)1 so 
rncli~~d.ljz9u!a h<,;~e (q,ci,~}il'qrs 
mos~fto ~Ia 11t \\zillow ij!/i,d ~r 
somff1tlj'~:r mor~;-;sui.t-abt~:::--si-te~ 
Inst€{~d, ·_th:e CounC-ii went-<"along 
vrith ·11illet's 1-vish~s. 

Alfred ·and \YP.iiter Barnes, 
mern,bers of the familv ihat sold 
tbe J)La.nta-tion to _Fo;mosa, say 
that.-'lYJillet's long-time associate 
?-.1a.thern·e ;,.yas the real e.state 
agent fo: ·the transaction. :Math
erne is also liste-d as agent on 
purchase agreements "':-ith the 
owners: of _adjoining property in
cluded in t,he deal. 

But l_et us bv all means concede 
that .t:he Vihitney site was 
chea~ for !,orrnosa. It will stili 
tum--out miieh more ~xpensiv-e 
for th;~: taxpayer, who v/iH cough. 
UJl;-_.$25:_.~illiqp_ ,._i,~ tl::l_e Port; C.Q@~ 

rnt~Si_Oj' to f>niid a dock f0r- the 
beneti::{r-0f Ponncsa, V\·-hicil will: 

S-.he-li is ke-e-n i:o s.ell., Geoii·ge lea:s·e it: 

It-·-Was NriUet'wh:o· sugges~:8d in 
a~ei~J;,og~ .call th;,;t Math~e be 
n;iad!\\'agil,;,t on the pro:l)'.erty, 
which, the Barnes family has long 
b,,ef,)n,ili!,~~ th) s;,)l,.Wa.11,~~J>""'• 
nt~$ ~ti·d. ~Hfo.t a;nd 1\1[}~(.l-rE,e 
co-ul'dY-not:: be readied for-Y:Com
ment; 

F"'-rr1"'~r ·;vh,, h-~M1lia.-: tbe com-'."'lca-.. , ... , . ., , ... ,,,.,,, ... ,. -~. ·ru.·. i· . \ 
s.zj;d. T ~- wou (i not nave ,een. nee-
" at VfUlosv Be.Rd, \Vith its 

ri_ver frontB.:;2'.Q, 

t-.;o.. real estate cor,nmi:_$:S.ion 
,•,'oukl. haMe been paid lw.cli For

b ow::h t \VUhv,· 

:~:_. ,.-e;<~~t,;z; ·: 
:_.?/:j_ 

D-
Neithe., Alfre,f11or.Wa~ter 13ar

nes cocl<i recal!Sli!6w .dnti,ilt$Math
erne was paid iJ'r. con,n,l~idn on 
the sale of the.•t!llll"ltaiti~fwwch. 
fetc,hed/jµ 
Under tshe 
rate of ilt'I 
come td $4~g,OQ!1; on tliii'~arnes 
sale.·. p lnr co!i\ni~lo1?i,jiiia!)join · 
ing !ru1dsale!f; i{i · · ··· ·· 

A nice paya~, and q,n,e that. 
owed '°(trch ii? ~illet's :t:11ientless 
supportr1€'or<¥~e~.)1mosa'll:1!'mt,, ·•.i•. 

l te~1;,,~i;nltaii~,•;Jti~1y:' 
of list _irear ~ll<it ,!!li:itl;;S2JJO, ·. 
000 for !line ac,!(1$S iIX. \Vi>ildland 
Pla:n tati◊-n, reai_/es-titt.e t,eco·rds 
show. One mon.th later,;Mmet 
sold h&lf the land fer the.··-smn0 
amount. _._Thusr l\iiH.et w_<>~td up 
·with 41/2· ac-r~s of land tl~t" cost 
~-· '. +-~-~ mm no,,JS:mg. 

Vv!lo was the sucke-r 1d1n ga,.-e 
him such a good deal? Records 
sho.w it was one Nancy 1\-lr'lth
erne. There are no prfa?.e-·s for 
gue,ssing--:th~J1t1.:ip_e 0-f- ~,~ .hus~ 
bani. 

Sources in the'f/,a!ast¢,~bu,.i• 
ness say -!vlill-H is markeit;f_nlg the 

, 4'/';J!$""iii . .in !ili!J,%,WfS, ?.i ~,0.00 
e-ada. E:i,i,¢rytc-hi$J. w~~- gQ!pg &-D 

wel'! untiJtht;Co:$.Ps of i''2'i:1.t~-t,r:'f:N'-.S 
and the FB[ stii,rted ;,;;;l;.frcg n 
fuss abo,ut the .des-t-ru,::::t;¾;~1-n oi 
wedands. 

.·.··.- ... '.-' .·:.-:. ,.,,,,._. ' 
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