
FORMOSA: 

Taiwanese chemical corporation that plans to build a 14-plant plastics complex in St James 

Parish, Louisiana. Formosa’s proposed facility would be one of the largest plastics complexes in 

the world, and emit over 13 million tons of greenhouse gases annually.  

 

BAD TRACK RECORD: 

● The Formosa Plastics Plant in Baton Rouge, LA has been in violation of the Clean Air 

Act every quarter since 2009 and in violation of the Resource Conservation and 

Recovery Act every quarter since 2004 according to the EPA.1 

 

● In June of 2019, a Texas Judge declared Formosa a “serial offender.”2 In October, 

Formosa agreed to pay $50 million to settle the Clean Water Act suit filed by Texas 

residents.3 

 

POLLUTION & CUMULATIVE IMPACTS: 

● Formosa’s proposed site is next door to a working-class, African-American community 

already burdened with toxic air: there are more than a dozen industrial facilities located 

in St James parish. 

 

● Formosa is permitted to emit up to 1.6 million pounds of toxic chemicals per year, 

including 15,400 pounds of cancer-causing ethylene oxide and 73,160 pounds of 

cancer-causing benzene.4 

 

● Formosa’s plastics complex would be built roughly one mile from an elementary school. 

 

CULTURAL IMPACTS: 

● Unmarked slave burial grounds have been discovered on Formosa’s site, and would be 

disturbed if construction moves forward.5 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS:  

● The United Nations has condemned petrochemical buildout in “Cancer Alley” - 

specifically St James Parish - as a form of environmental racism that violates human 

rights.6 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dYft6rayh6tHjFHcrNrTZjZ_DMpPguaA/view?usp=sharing

